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Making Connections
TeenWork gives students unique experience, sKills

By DeAjunay Brawner kubteenwork
The TeenWork Program was established in 1995

giving juniors at Austin-East the opportunity to

get a real-world job experience. Over the course KUB Teenwork

of the 16-week program the KUB Mentors walked
us through many different skills that would
prepare us for a summer job at KUB. We learned
about topics including professional dress attire,
workplace etiquette, resume writing, interview
skills, different forms of communication, and
more. We also had special guests come and
enlighten us on the skill for that week, and how it
impacted them, their jobs, and everyday lives.

Each department across KUB presented
different duties and responsibilities for TeenWork students. For example, in Human Resources, Marcyveius Williams
analyzed KUB's Volunteer Time policy and created an educational course on KUB's community involvement for
the 2019 TeenWork class. She also put together a drive for Ronald McDonald House. In Water Systems Engineering,
Jarett Kyle became an expert at retrieving and organizing vital information to the galvanized water main
replacement program from GIS. This data will be a key component to strategizing KUB's replacement of galvanized
water main over the next several fiscal years.

This internship is a good opportunity for students to get exposure to a real job experience. Although we are not
full-time employees, we're still getting a chance to get a foot in the door and give a good impression of ourselves.
This job opportunity has taught us how to adapt to new situations, since we're in a new environment with new
people and different circumstances.

What TeenWork is really about is making connections. We have not only made unique connections with our
classmates, but we also have made connections with working professionals that will last a lifetime.

Aaliyah Riddle's TeenWork experience working in the Safety Department is just one example of connections
made. “Since the start of our internship we've had multiple opportunities to meet with different employees
and managers,” she said. “We got to see the ins and outs of their jobs and how it relates to the departments my
classmates and | are working in. We've also gotten to connect with our classmates and mentors more.”

https://www.instagram.com/kubteenwork/

WATE Field Trip Provides Tips for Workplace Success

By Joy Griffin

KUB's TeenWork Program has opened many opportunities

for my rising senior peers and me at Austin-East Magnet

High School. We have learned appropriate business and
business casual attire suitable for the job, how to be yourself

in moderation at the workplace, resume writing, and time
management. We have been on many field trips that have
exposed us to different environments and situations. One field
trip stood out in helping me get a better understanding of an
everyday career: the communications field trip at WATE. We
met and toured with Tearsa Smith, a news anchor from WATE.
She talked to us about having the right attitude at work, how to
portion our money for work clothes, and even allowed us to sit
in her news chair and read her lines. We got to see first-hand how she and her coworkers acted at work, and how
important it was that everyone did what they were supposed to do, so that everything ran smoothly. These are
skills that will help us in the workforce for the rest of our lives.
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TEENWORK CLASS OF 2019

lyona Bankston Darrion Bell Blake Blakemore Kyla Bourne Jarett Kyle Journey Pirtle Tylan Reddic Aaliyah Riddle
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Manager Roundtable Provides Perspective, Inspiration
By Blake Blakemore

Throughout the TeenWork program, we have been able
to connect with not only the KUB employees in our
department, but also managers throughout the company
at the Manager Roundtable event. During this event,
TeenWorkers and managers were given the chance to ask
each other questions, either about their professional lives
or their lives outside of work. It was very relaxed, and | felt
comfortable talking to the managers.

The managers were all friendly and had a lot of advice
to give us, with different backgrounds and personalities.
A few of them even explained that they didn't finish or
go to college. They also explained that it took a lot of hard
work and great attitudes to get where they are. Some
even gave life speeches that some of us needed to hear. They were engaged in our aspirations in life and hoped
to support them one day. Some of their life stories were inspirational and made me want to keep my dream
to become a dermatologist. | remember a manager explained how he started as a janitor and when a position
opened, he never looked back from there. He worked hard every day to prove that he had what it takes to be
there. He took advice and tips from other managers and kept a great attitude through it all. Hearing those kinds of
stories from managers helped provide real-world perspective about hard work and determination.

Looking Forward, Making Connections
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TeenWork Student Follows Mom's Footsteps 24 Years Later

Trista Cody was a member of the inaugural TeenWork class at KUB
in 1995.

“Absolutely, the TeenWork program prepared me for the future,” Cody
said. “It started the foundation of my work life. Even things like, do | bring
my lunch or buy lunch there? Just learning about what to do in an office
setting.”

Twenty-four years later, Cody’s son, Darrion Bell, is now
learning similar lessons through the program. Bell says his
work so far in Overhead Construction has helped him move
toward his future goals.

“The most beneficial thing by far is the real work experience,
not some little fast food place, but an actual business
environment,” Bell said. “(The program has also) helped me
learn how to make a resume, go on interviews, and save
money, to say the least.”

As a rising senior and football player at Austin-East High
School, Bell is no stranger to dividing his time between
commitments. However, Cody says her son has shown even
more enthusiasm towards his time at KUB than she expected.

“He's been very excited about working at KUB,” Cody said. “He
loves to sleep, but he goes to work at 6 o'clock every morning,
and | don't even have to wake him up. Going through the whole
program, the classroom portions, he had perfect attendance. : e
He never missed a class. Football practice? He wouldn't care to miss it. But KUB? He's never mlssed it”

Bell has big plans for his future that include the U.S. Navy, engineering, and a law degree. He and his mother
agree that the TeenWork program has been a step towards those plans.

“I'm so blessed and honored and excited that my class was able to set the standard, and that KUB enjoyed our
class and continued on with the program,” Cody said. “Now, my son gets the benefits that | was able to. It was a
great opportunity for me back then, and it's an opportunity that he still benefits from today.”

Summer Blog Teaches Program Skills, Career Preparedness
By Bryce Cooley

During my time at KUB, | created a blog to document my experience working in the
Information Services Department. This blog gives a detailed look into what | do day
to day.

To help create and maintain this blog was no easy task. | had to look through multiple
tutorials to get a basic understanding of what to do and how to do it. | learned about
ConEmu (a terminal emulator), Visual Studio Code (a source-code editor), GitHub (a
hosting site for software development), and HTML (a markup language).

Over the summer, | learned about what ConEmu commands | need to know to help
run different programs or save changes and send them to GitHub. | also learned how
to make changes to the projects and files I'm working on, which allows me to make
new entries or modify existing entries on the blog. | learned how to host the blog on
a GitHub site and back up every code and change I've made, and | learned to add
features like links, headings, and images through basic HTML code.

The TeenWork program will help me greatly down the road in multiple ways. It has taught me how to conduct myself
properly in front of my coworkers or bosses and to use my time well and work efficiently every day. Furthermore, my work
experience will make me more appealing to future employers. To say the least, this program will have a huge effect on my
later life.
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Calling all TeenWork Alumni!
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The TeenWork Program
will be celebrating its

Keep KUB updated 25th Anniversary in 2020!

with your contact
information. We'd love

to hear from you and Join US for a celebration of leadership,

excellence and service.

keep you informed with
the latest TeenWork Scan the QR code below or type
the link below into your browser to receive
and KUB news.
= el 1995-2020 Ry official 25th Anniversary updates & invites.

www.kub.org/teenwork Colebrating the past. Tugpired for the future

Visit our career page at
https://www.kub.org/ Take the survey at

about/career-center! https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TeenWork-25th-Info
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